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is a mile or two away and the roads are heavy with snow it may be dan-
gerous to leave wife and children alone. Therefore the mountain farmer,
stays at home in the winter and does little except his routine chores.^x
Some mountaineers are so energetic, however, that they engage in
occupations such as the woodworking of Switzerland and the Black
Forest. Since there is plenty of wood around them, the people have
taken to carving it into all sorts of toys for children, and also into elabo-
rate patterns such as clock cases and paneling for churches. The women
often make lace or embroidery. Carved wood and embroidery, like the
moonshine whisky described earlier, represent a high value in a small
compass, and hence can easily be transported out of the mountains. The
mountaineers really export their skill, their raw material being of little
or no value. Even so, the expense o£ marketing their products leaves the
mountaineer a return much smaller than that of the lowlander for equally
good work. Moreover, the growth of machine industries deprives the
mountaineer of one after another of his opportunities for work. In
this respect, as in many others, there is a growing tendency to concentrate
work in places where it can be done most cheaply. This gives a great
advantage to lowland cities, especially those on great bodies of water.
(3) Professions. A large part of the new ideas of a community come
from its professional people, its teachers, clergymen, lawyers, doctors,
and engineers. Among mountains they are under the same disadvan-
tage as the artisan. The schools and churches are necessarily small, and
can pay only meager salaries. The schools are in session only a few
months each year, and church services are held only occasionally. Only a
few people are within reach of the lawyer and doctor who settle in a
mountain valley, and there is little permanent work for the highly trained
engineer. -
Since the earnings of professional people are srnall, it is generally
necessary to eke them out by engaging in some other occupation part of
the time. The teacher may be also a carpenter, the lawyer a blacksmith,
and the minister a mason, and all may carry on a little farming. Natu-
rally such men do not have much time for study and the improvement
of their minds, or much money to buy the books and make the journeys
to conventions that are essential if they are to keep up their professions.
Moreover, it is no easy life for a physician, for example, to have to take
long rides on horseback in darkness and storm over poor roads or trails,
and then be paid barely enough to live on. Unless teachers, ministers,
lawyers, and physicians are working largely for the good they can do,
those who have spent much time and money in preparing for their profes-
sions are unwilling to pass their lives in lonely places where the difficulties
are so great and the rewards so few. Hence the mountains lose and the

